SHANA EQUESTRIAN LTD

New Road, Walters Ash,

High Wycombe Bucks. HP14 4UZ

Tel: 01494 562200

www.shana.org.uk
Stage One

Standard Setting Day

Monday the 22nd June

Start Time 9.00am

The Course will be run by Susie Pilbeam BHSI and is being held at Shana Riding School. This is not an exam and Candidates will not receive a qualification or a certificate. However each candidate will take part in a riding and stable management assessment under exam conditions. Detailed feedback will be given on the day of the course.

Stage Two Training Course

Every Thursday 6.00-8.00pm

Held at Shana Riding School and run by 

Susie Pilbeam BHSI

Please phone or send an email for more details on the above courses.
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Fixtures for 2009

Sunday 21st June
Summer Solstice Charity Ride




A 10-mile ride around the beautiful private Riding 

Trails of Kensham Farm, set in the beautiful Chiltern Hills.  Schedules 

available from various outlets, by e-mailing jan.eedle-wells@talk21.com
and also from the BHS Bucks website www.bhs-bucks.org.uk

Venue : Kensham Farm, Cadmore End, Nr High Wycombe, Bucks HP14 3PR

Start times for the Ride from 10am.   Entry Fee : £20 for each rider.

Sat 26th September
Spook Busting & Problem Solving Session 

This is an opportunity for people to bring their horses/ponies that have spooking or other problems and receive professional help. It may be they won’t go past certain things or have real hang-ups in certain situations.  Freelance trainer and Police Horse Trainer, Ginny Oakley, is well used to these problems and would like to help others.  If you wish to book a place for you and your equine friend, please fill in the Booking Form at the end of this Newsletter and return it with a cheque. Spectators also very welcome where they can take part in an interactive way.  The arena is an enclosed 80m x 60m Rubber Arena and has a tiered viewing gallery for spectators. Open to everyone including non-BHS members. Individual ½ hour sessions or in pairs for 1 hour.

Booking Form at the end of this Newsletter.

Venue: 

 Pyatts Farm, Lane End, nr High Wycombe, Bucks HP14 3NW

Cost (Equines)
£25 each for half hour individual or £40 each per hour for shared 

Session (in pairs)

Spectators
£3.50 each

Time

Sessions from 10.30am  Light refreshments available.

Thursday 5th Nov
BHS Bucks Annual Meeting



An opportunity to meet the members of the Bucks Committee, find out what has been happening in the County this year and hear the Reports from the Welfare, Access and Road Safety Officers. The business of the meeting will be followed by a Talk from Claire Haley on BHS Trec, complete with slide show and a fun quiz with prizes.  We will also have some of the new Trec Rule Books for sale.   Light refreshments available.

Venue:  Great Missenden Memorial Hall, Link Road, Great Missenden, Bucks HP16 9AE

Time:  7.30pm prompt start.  
May 2009

Dear Members,

As I sit down to write this latest edition of our Newsletter, I am reminded that we have had some pretty fierce weather to contend with since Christmas but are now enjoying a few days of lovely Spring sunshine now. The daffodils and snowdrops in my garden are in full bloom and as I drive around the County of Bucks in my job, seeing the bare countryside beginning to burst into life always brings a smile to my face.  It’s hard to be too fed up when you see spring lambs gambolling around their mums!

The big thing most of us face right now is the credit crunch and the uncertain future.  Even those who are fortunate enough to still have a job are feeling uneasy and pressured, and wondering how long they will be in this good position.  Certainly I have stopped going to places where I might be tempted to buy something that is not absolutely essential, so my occasional ‘treats’ are on the back burner for now.

However, I truly feel that the way to get through this recession is to stay focused, and if you are involved in the organisation of equestrian events (for example) be shrewd about what you organise, keep the entry fees reasonable and do accurate costings before you begin so that you come out the right side, with a bit of luck.  Horse owners and riders need to get their horses out to events – maybe not as many as they once did, but the psyche of both horse and rider has to remain in the positive. We can’t put our horses in the corner of the utility room like a tennis racquet when we decide not to play for a while. 

Another big worry is how many horse owners are having to face the fact that they are unable to keep their older horses. The Horse Trust, in a recent newspaper article, have said that they are having to suggest that owners consider putting their horses down if they are unable to afford to keep them. Sad though this is, I am afraid they are right. None of us wish to see horses being neglected because their owners cannot afford their 

1

upkeep.  The BHS has a fact sheet on keeping horses through the recession so do contact them if you would like a copy. It is also available on their website www.bhs.org.uk And don’t forget our Welfare Officers, Ginny Oakley (in the North of Bucks) and Helen Evans (in the South of Bucks) will be happy to talk to anyone who is having problems. Everything you speak of with them remains totally confidential.

We are in the throes of building a new look website for Bucks, thanks to our Webmaster, Alison Clayton. We are looking for some good photos to put on the site so if you have some good ones, please would you consider sending them to Alison by e-mail? (Please see her contact details at the back of this booklet).

Safeguarding & Protecting Children Courses (Child Protection) is something that the BHS has been providing for some time now and many Instructors have had to take this course to be on the Register. However, it has now been advised by British Riding Clubs that Clubs should have at least one person who holds this certificate and, unless that person can be at every event that a Club holds where children will or might be present, then more than one should take the course.  This covers events such as shows, training clinics…….in fact,  any event that has classes that cater for children.  Therefore, the Area 6 Regional Riding Clubs committee has organised a Training Day Course, thanks to our Development Officer, Amanda Watson, for all the Clubs in this Region to fulfil this new need and requirement. If any of our BHS members would like to take the Course, do please contact Amanda and I am sure she will point you in the direction of existing Courses in the area. 

I hope you will enjoy some of the articles in this edition of the Bucks Newsletter. Feedback tells us that the majority of you enjoy receiving it so as long as that is the case, we’ll continue to try and raise the funding to send it to you all.

Best wishes to you all,

Jan Eedle-Wells – County Chairman

2.

New Headquarters for The British Horse Society

(Press Release as at 14th March 2009)

 
The BHS today celebrated the granting of planning consent for its new headquarters at Stoneleigh.

 
Chairman, Patrick Print FBHS, said: “This grant of consent represents a significant milestone in the project to replace our scruffy, environmentally unsustainable, expensive to maintain building with a more modern and efficient HQ.”
 
The building was conceived to be large enough to accommodate any of the other Stoneleigh-based equestrian organisations which needed more modern facilities, although it will be designed in a way which allows any surplus space to be leased out on the open market to generate additional income for the Society in the future.
 
Chief Executive, Graham Cory, said: “With interest rates currently so low, and construction costs so competitive, it makes sound economic sense to convert loss-making cash in the bank into a capital asset which is likely to appreciate significantly in the medium to long term.”
 
The development, which is not reliant on a penny of Exchequer funding, is expected to be completed by mid-2010.
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New BHS TREC rulebook now available

 The British Horse Society has released the fourth edition of the BHS TREC rulebook.

 

The new book, which is priced £5.95 and available from the BHS Bookshop, contains several additions to the third edition (published in 2005), including new obstacle data sheets. 
 
To order a copy of the revised BHS TREC rulebook, please visit www.britishhorse.com
 
For further information, please contact: BHS Competitions, The British Horse Society, 01926 707831 or competitions@bhs.org.uk  

Meet our new BHS Development Officer – Amanda Watson

As the new Development Officer, I would like to say a quick ‘hello’ and extend a big thank you to you all for your continued support. Just a few words to give you an idea about my background…I first became involved with horses when I lived in Canada and competed successfully at national level in the working hunter division there.

Back in the UK, I completed a number of equine qualifications, including

Intermediate Stable Manager and Intermediate Teaching.

Having completed these qualifications I spent time as a yard manager, freelance instructor, consultant to riding schools setting up in business and also edited an in-house independent grocers magazine! I was then offered the opportunity to return to Canada to manage the equestrian facilities at a five-star Canadian Pacific resort in Northern Ontario.

After an amazing 5 years, I came back to England to manage an equestrian centre in East Sussex for six months, and then spent 2½ years selling advertising for specialist publications.  I missed the equine industry, so decided to take return to education and completed a BSc (Hons) Equine Science at Warwickshire College. 

I am looking forward to supporting the vast amount of work that all the committees undertake in the Southern Region.  County committees are the backbone of the valuable work that our volunteers undertake for the Society 
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across the country and they need YOUR help! It is my job to try and support what you and your committee do in your locality and I will do this to the best of my ability. I cannot emphasise enough how much the committees’ hard work and dedication is appreciated. I would urge all of you to get in touch if you feel there is a specific need in your area. I am always at the end of the phone and I am happy to help if I can!

I am very passionate about the industry and the continued education of those involved.

I am also keen to improve links with education providers and ensuring that the equine industry receives the recognition it deserves as a sport and career in the national and international arena.

I hope to get to meet members across the county and region over the coming 

months, I am at many of the shows so please look out for me in my BHS tent and pop in for a chat.  My contact details are below – do get in touch!

Amanda Watson

BHS South Development Officer 

6 Tollard Court

St Michaels Road

Bournemouth

BH2 5DS

Tel: 01202 558515

Mobile: 07715 161578

e-mail: a.watson@bhs.org.uk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

HOW YOUNG IS YOUNG?

By Dana Green

Searching for the horse of your dreams, the ‘For sale’ advertisements in the equestrian press of website will sometimes feature something along these lines:


“Super rising 5 y.o.16.1 bay Irish gelding, hunted last season 

and jumping 1.5 m easily, no vices, easy to do, ready to go, etc. 

etc”.

This may sound interesting but consider the following: bone growth in equines is slow; the foal has a small body and very long legs because, being a prey animal it must be able to gallop practically at birth to avoid being a predators’ dinner; would the above horse still be sound in a few years time?
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Very simplistically, bones start as pure cartilage (that’s the smooth, shiny rather yielding part at the ends of a young bone) and develop over time into a hard tube with softer ends of cartilage that act as padding.
The end plates, which allow the bone to lengthen, ‘close’ when growth is complete. In the horse, ‘closure’ starts at the bottom and works up. The coffin/short pastern are closed at birth; short /long pastern close at 6 months; knee 18 months to 2 ½ years; scapula 3 ½ to 4, etc.
But here is the most interesting part: the vertebrae of the spine do not close until 5 ½ years minimum. This applies to smaller equine such as Welsh ponies. The larger ones take longer – 6 to 7½ - and the males (no surprise here) 6 months later still. So a 17.0 Irish Draft cross or Warmblood gelding may not ‘mature’ until nearly 8 years old.  
Then add to this, the long bones are loaded with perpendicular stress (bones are hollow like scaffolding poles) so think splints, ringbone, pedal ostitis; the short vertebrae in the back are aligned in parallel so the stress is totally different. 
Nature designed the horse’s back to carry its large gut. If a young horse is subjected to the rider’s weight before the back muscles are strengthened two things can happen: he can brace his muscles and become tight or his spine can sink under the load.
Is it any wonder that there is a considerable increase in ‘kissing spines’ in dressage horses? Should we really be asking a four-year-old to do sitting trot? Or jump a 1m course? [The forelegs are NOT attached to the spine – they are slung in a ‘cradle’ of muscle and are easily jarred]
If a large horse continues to mature until 7 or 8, it’s not just bones we need to consider. There are muscles and tendons and, of course, the horse’s mind. Yes, young horses are supple, willing and keen. Therefore it is even more important that we temper their enthusiasm with ‘baby’ steps in their education.

It is vital that young horses experience everything – in minimus! A little schooling (20 minutes twice a week); lots of slow steady hacking (you cannot really damage a horse in walk); pole work and small grids (let him get his eye in); local shows perhaps in hand so he sees the outside world; ‘fun’ rides, etc.

Between the wars - the 1930s – hunters sported two types of ribbon in their tails – red for those who kicked and green for a young horse in the field – under seven!
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Perhaps we should let Bruce Davidson, the American eventer, have the last word. He wrote an interesting article years ago saying -  remember:

At three the horse goes to nursery

At four to kindergarten

At five to primary school


At six to secondary school



And only at seven is he ready for university!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
BRITISH EVENTING MEMBERSHIP CARDS

British Eventing is no longer issuing membership cards to members joining or renewing their membership. 

"We’re constantly looking for ways in which we can reduce the costs of administration, become more efficient and more environmentally friendly”, they say. 

"The card was originally introduced as a means of identification when competing, which has now been replaced by the automatic checks that happen during the entry process. Members joining and renewing online are currently not receiving the card and we feel that there are no practical reasons to continue issuing it. 

"We do, however, recognise that as new technologies become available and requirements change there may well be a need to re-evaluate this decision in the future”
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The National Fallen Stock Company.

A service for horse owners, as well as farmers.

Although horse owners can join at the time an animal dies they may wish to join in advance to save having to go through the procedure for registering for the Scheme at what may be a distressing time 

On registering for the Scheme the horse owner will be given, details of collectors and premises operating in their area including prices for a variety of collection and disposal services such as;

· disposal only 

· putting down the animal by the collector 

· collecting an animal after it has been put down by a vet 

· an urgent request for attendance 

· out of hours attendance 

· roadside attendance 

· incineration and return of ashes 

On requiring the service, the owner will contact their preferred collector and make the required arrangements.

Payment

Members will receive a statement from NFSCo summarising the services used. An NFSCo administration fee of £1.75 for members who receive statements by post or a reduced fee of £1.25 for those opting for email invoicing will be applied to the monthly statement - only if a member uses the service in the same month. Payment will then be collected 14 days later by direct debit. 

Collectors – How the Scheme Works 

All premises approved under the animal by-products regulations are able to register as collectors for NFSCo including;
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· Knackers 

· Hunt kennels 

· Maggot farms 

· Renderers 

· Incinerators 

Collectors without premises must make their own arrangements for the legal disposal of fallen stock with the approved premises of their choice.

Charges

Collectors provide charges for the postcodes in which they wish to operate;

· on a headage basis for cattle, sheep, pigs and horses and; 

· on a weight or volume basis of a standard container for all species. 

Charges are reviewed and updated throughout the year through re-pricing exercises.

Collections

Members contact a collector when they have fallen stock and arrange a suitable time for the stock to be collected. A signed receipt is left for the member with details of the collection.

Payment

Collectors submit a monthly invoice to NFSCo providing details of the members, collection points, species, categories, quantities of fallen stock collected and charges during the month.

Payments to collectors will be made by NFSCo within six weeks of the date of the member’s monthly statement.
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Audit

The SVS on behalf of NFSCo carries out audits of specific Scheme requirements at each plant registered to the Scheme and each collector using these establishments to ensure they comply both with the provisions of the ABPR where they apply to the Scheme and supplementary provisions required by NFSCo.

###########################

NED - National Equine Database

Instructions for uploading Freezemark and Microchip Information for your horse

Step 1

You need to be a current member of NED to associate yourself with your own equines and add any additional information about them.


If you are not a registered user of NED then click “Register” 

in the top left hand corner of your screen and follow the 

instructions.

If you have registered with NED but not yet become a member, 

ensure you are logged in then click “MyNED” and follow the 

instructions to apply for membership.

If you are already a member simply log in and proceed to Step 2.

Step 2

Once your membership is set up, find your freezemarked or microchipped horse by using the Search option, select your horse from any searches returned and associate with this horse by clicking on “Associate yourself with this equine”.  If you are already associated with your horse, click on “myHorses” to find it.
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Step 3

Once you have associated with a horse, click “Edit” to go to the Owner’s Information section and click on “Identification Information” to upload your microchip or freezemark information.  Make sure you have the correct numbers to hand first and re-check them carefully before you save the details.

In some cases, we have received freezemark and microchip information direct from the Passport Issuing Organisations, but in many cases, we have not.  Adding this information yourself will enable NED to help you to trace stolen horses or horses missing on loan.

########################


Some new competitions have begun this year for BHS and BRC (British Riding Clubs) members.  HorsePower Ltd, the organisers of Royal Windsor Horse Show (RWHS), Olympia and European Championships, has arranged for a new arena to be built on the showground of Royal Windsor Show site and it will be known as the BHS Frogmore Ring.

For BHS Registered Instructors, there will be a Combined Training Competition and qualifiers have been going on around the country to find riders to qualify.  These are being held in Regions and are being run by the Development Officers and their helpers.

For British Riding Club members,  the new competitions, sponsored by AmTrust Equine Insurance are Riding Test No 6  (for those who don’t know of this competition, it is like a Dressage Test but the scores are on the rider and not the horse!)  and Top Score Jumping for Novice and Intermediate.  Both of these new competitions are for Seniors and Juniors, so no one misses out.
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The Clubs in Area 6 (the Regional Area that I am involved with) have so 

far held 10 x Round 1 qualifier competitions between January to April and the winners were invited to take part in the Round 2 Regional qualifier which was held on 18th April at Berkshire College of Agriculture, nr Maidenhead.

The Riding Tests were held in the morning and were won by Gemma Sayers of Wokingham & Bearwood Riding Club for the Seniors and Jaimi Roehrig of High Wycombe Riding Club for the Juniors.

In the afternoon the Top Score qualifiers were held in first Novice, then Intermediate.  The winning Senior in the Novice class was Victoria Heywood of Pinnerwood RC and the Junior rider was Paige Organ of Wokingham & Bearwood RC.  The winning Senior in the Intermediate class was Lucy Savage, chairman of Thames Valley Riding Club and the Junior winner was Megan Floyd of Berkshire County RC.

All of these winners will be invited to Royal Windsor Horse Show to take part in the Finals on 13th May and will enjoy their presentations in front of the massive crowds there in the new BHS Frogmore Ring.  Then they will be invited back in August to the European Championships to receive further prizes in a televised presentation!

This will be an amazing day for grass roots riders to be part of such a huge event and be able to rub shoulders with the elite riders at the August event.

These new Riding Club competitions are the result of a conversation in a field whilst setting up for a show one day, between a Riding Club member and a Director of HorsePower Ltd, so it just goes to show that from small acorns, large oaks really can grow!  Everyone is very grateful to AmTrust Equine Insurance for backing these competitions and to HorsePower for being the power behind the throne (literally!!) to make it happen.  

The many Clubs across the UK have also worked hard to get competitions organised in their own districts to find the winners that will go forward to 
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the finals at Royal Windsor Horse Show, and I feel sure they will all have a wonderful day.

We are extremely lucky to have this prestigious show on our doorstep in Bucks, even though officially the show is in the region of Berkshire.  If any of you are planning to visit the show this year, look out for the BHS Marquee where you will be welcomed by BHS staff and offered a cuppa. This year, the BHS Stand will also be in the same area as the Marquee, just by the new BHS Frogmore Arena, so you’ll have everything BHS-wise going on in one place.  Do pop in to see our Development Officer, Amanda Watson, who will be slaving away on the stand and say hello!

Jan Eedle-Wells

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


This year, Bucks County Show will be held on Thursday 27th August 2009 and Amanda Watson will be again bringing the BHS Stand to the Show.

Situated looking out towards the showing rings, this is a good place to be able to work on the stand whilst watching the horses!  Do come and say hello if you are planning to visit the show this year……..and please make sure that you bring the sunshine with you!  There’s few things worse than a County Show in the pouring rain!

We hope to be having some of our Committee Members helping on the stand this year and I shall be there in the morning helping Amanda.  Along with the usual books and DVD’s will be some gifts and of course, Dressage Tests and Exam Syllabus sheets. So why pay postage when you can get them by hand! And of course, you can bring your friends to join the BHS at the same time.  People still don’t always realise they get free insurance with their membership….and who can afford to be without Insurance cover these days!

Jan Eedle-Wells
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· 45% of the respondents were aged 55+

· 27% of members don’t own a horse or pony, whilst an equal percentage own 3 or more.

· 45% of members who responded don’t belong to any Riding Club. 27% are members of affiliated Clubs and 9% are members on un-affiliated Clubs.

· 45% of the respondents came from the South of the County , and 55% came from the North.

· 91% of the members were aware or are already involved in the work undertaken by the Committee on Access and Rights of Way. 9% of members said they weren’t aware.

· 91% of members are aware of the work undertaken by the Committee on Welfare matters and 9% said they weren’t aware.

· 90% of members said they were aware we ran Road Safety Training.

· 18% of the members weren’t aware that the committee compile, publish and distribute the County Newsletters themselves.

· 45% of members were not aware that we built and maintain the Bucks BHS Website ourselves.

· 54% were aware that we attend local and County shows to publicise the BHS.

· 54% of members were not aware that we organise and run shoes, sponsored rides and other events.

· 63% of members were not aware that the committee work with local Riding Clubs to improve our relationships.
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What is important to our BHS Bucks Members?

· 91% feel Access, Rights of Way and Maintenance is important.

· 82% feel Equine Welfare to be important.

· 73% feel Road Safety Training is important.

· 45% feel the County Newsletter is important and should be retained.

· 36% want an improvement in relationships with ALL Riding Clubs.

· 27% feel the Bucks Website is important.

· 18% feel that the BHS Sponsored Rides, Shows and other events are important.

Ideas, Comments and Suggestions given by the Bucks members.

· Send Newsletters and information (in writing) to Livery Yards to encourage more riders to join the BHS.

· Re the poor attendance in Milton Keynes area – some said they hadn’t seen the adverts or fliers put in local tack shops etc.

· Communication – postal service blamed for late or non-delivery of Newsletters.

· It was felt we should advertise ourselves in local Newspapers in the What’s On sections so that the general public could spectate, even if not riding.

· More talks and demos that can be attended un-mounted if people don’t have horse transport.

· More short course, like the Horse Ownership Courses that we ran in Village Halls a few years ago and another Interactive Horse Ownership Course like the one we ran in MK to be run in the South.

· More summer activities in the Milton Keynes areas.

· One person said they would like an e-mailed newsletter which just had one or two pages highlighting what is happening in Bucks and this also to be published on the website. The money spent on the current newsletter could be better spent on funding activities.
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Comments on the Survey……………

The results of this survey were very interesting,  not only to the members of the Bucks Committee, but also to the Southern Regional BHS Committee – which comprises of Bucks, Berks, Oxon, Hants and Isle of Wight Counties, as we all felt that many of the answers would be held by many BHS members if a similar survey were undertaken locally in the their counties.

We are aware that a small number of our BHS members would like to receive correspondence and newsletters by e-mail but as many of you are aware, we currently don’t have member’s e-mail addresses, and if they are known to the BHS, they are held by Head Office and not passed down to Counties. But overwhelmingly, it seems people still like to have a hard copy booklet to drop through their letterbox.  As one member remarked, she has many e-mailed “newsletters” sent to her now from the different societies she belongs to and she no longer bothers to read them on screen!

[image: image3.wmf]
So we’ll do our best to keep them coming to you.  The cost of producing the Newsletters is, of course, always an issue but advertisements - if we can get them - do help to pay towards production. And at least you can quickly check who’s who on your local committee and can contact us whenever you wish about any issues or advice you may be seeking by looking in the back of the booklet.

If you would like to place an advert in the Autumn issue, the cost is £50 + VAT (£57.50) for a full A5 page, or £30 + VAT (£34.50) for half a page. Please send copy to Jan Eedle-Wells with a cheque made payable to Bucks BHS.
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New Legal Requirements and other stuff for us all to be aware of!

Expiry of Photo Card Driving Licences

Thousands of motorists are at risk of being fined up to £1,000 because they are unwittingly driving without a valid licence. They risk prosecution after failing to spot the extremely small print on their photo card licence which says it automatically expires after 10 years and has to be renewed – even though drivers are licensed to drive until the age of 70. The fiasco has come to light a decade after the first batch of photo licences were issued in July 1998, just as they start to expire.

Official DVLA figures reveal that while 16,136 expired last summer, so far only 11,566 drivers have renewed, leaving 4,570 outstanding. With another 300,000 photo card licences due to expire over this year, experts fear the number of invalid licences will soar, putting thousands more drivers in breach of the law and at risk of a fine.

If you have a photo card licence, check the small print of Number 4b. It features a date in tiny writing, but no explicit explanation as to what it means.

EU Directive 2007/38/EC – Close Proximity Mirrors

This EU directive was formally adopted by the EC on 11th July 2008 and had to be brought into law throughout the EC by August 2008. In the UK this was done by amending the Construction & Use Regulations, and the new regulation applies from 1st APRIL 2009.

So what does this new law mean?  Basically, if the vehicle you are towing is wider than the vehicle towing it (i.e. the car in front) then Close Proximity Mirrors should be fitted.  On lorries (horseboxes), if they were registered between 2000 and 2008 they will be affected and need to have the new mirrors fitted. Cost is expected to be between £50 and £250, depending on whether it is just a change of head needed or a complete 
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new arm and mirror.  Horseboxes over 3.5 tonnes (that is all LGV and HGV) that were registered before 1st January 2000 are exempt as they are deemed to be in their “second working life” and may have been converted to become horseboxes.  The BHS HQ can give further information on this issue. You may also find other useful information on the www.fta.co.uk  website and www.vosa.gov.uk 

Fluorescent / Reflective Clothing

All clothing and accessories with hi-visibility properties for riders must comply with UK Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) regulations as defined by a EU Directive, and they must also be CE marked. There are two standards that have been produced for hi-vis garments, including jackets, tabards and trousers. These are:-


EN 471:2003 – hi-vis clothing for the professional user


EN 1150: 1999 – hi vis clothing for the non-professional

Currently, there is no law that states that the ordinary rider should wear any fluorescent/protective clothing when they ride out on the roads. But it is a fact that by wearing such gear, a rider can give a driver an extra three seconds to react to their presence. Were you aware that if the driver is travelling at 30mph, this is the time that he would take to drive, at the same speed, down the length of a full size dressage arena (60m x 20m)?  Put like that, it really makes you think – that is extra reaction time, time that could make a difference to whether you are seen or not. Perhaps the difference between life and death for horse and/or rider.

Oh, and one last thing…..It is a proven fact that helicopter crews can see riders wearing fluorescent equipment, up to half a mile sooner and so take action to avoid flying directly overhead. It also means that if you find yourself stranded alone in the countryside, the search party will find you much more quickly, particularly if the Air Ambulance, or Police Helicopter is out looking.

BE SEEN – BE SAFER – BE RESPONSIBLE
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Passports to be carried when transporting horses etc

We have had several reports recently that DEFRA are becoming extremely vigilant in checking Passports against horses.  One yard reported that a DEFRA official arrived unannounced and demanded to see all the passports that referred to the horses in that Livery Yard. Fortunately, the Yard Manager already had a file of Passport Photocopies that she was able to show the official. He also said that whilst he was there, he wanted also to check all the vehicles (horseboxes etc) to make sure they were legal!

Drivers have also reported being stopped on the roads whilst travelling their horses to shows, events or just moving their horse/s from one place to another, both in horseboxes and trailers.

[image: image4.png]



It is totally understandable that no one wishes to leave their valuable Passport at their Livery Yard, but providing a photocopy seems to be a good idea and one that will satisfy most officials. If they wish to see the original, they can then contact the owner.

We understand that there are still some animals out there that don’t have passports!  Hard to believe, I know, and very risky when you know the size of the fine if you are caught without having a valid passport!

Most Riding Club members who compete their horses in official Team events know they HAVE to show their passport and vaccination certificates before they’ll be allowed to compete, but the ordinary rider who doesn’t compete at that level might just be caught red-handed.  So do take your Passport with you when you transport your horse/s anywhere and get a photocopy of your passport to give to your Livery Yard to hold.
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The Association of Horsebox and Trailer Owners state they will not rescue you from breakdown if you do not have a valid passport for the horse in transit.

Better to be safe than sorry!

The BHS offers horse owners crucial advice for surviving the credit crunch

The BHS has produced a number of tips to help horse owners survive the credit crunch without compromising their horse’s welfare.

Over the last few months, the British Horse Society has received a marked increase in calls from horse owners concerned about how they will be able to afford to keep their horses in the current economic climate. The daily cost of keeping a horse or pony can mount up, particularly when additional feed and bedding may be required. Inevitably there will also be occasional unexpected costs, such as lost shoes, vet’s bills and repairs to damaged rugs.

The BHS Welfare Department has put together a list of suggestions to help horse owners save money without cutting corners or compromising welfare. The Society points out that sometimes, making small changes can make a big difference and suggests that even if you’re not feeling the pinch yet, its still a good idea to cut costs now.

The tips cover a wide range of horse care issues, including re-evaluating your feeding and worming regimes to be more cost effective and better for your horse. The Society suggests clubbing together with friends to cut down on costs and advises owners to consider repairs rather than buying new where possible.

Lee Hackett, Senior Executive of BHS Welfare said  “Now that we are 
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officially in recession there is even more focus on how much our horses cost 

us. Taking a few simple steps now could make life an awful lot easier in the future.  We would suggest that anybody thinking of buying a horse considers the costs very carefully. The price of horses is coming down but the cost of keeping them is going up all the time and we are hearing of more and more people unable to sell horses they can’t afford to keep”

The full list of tips is available from the Society’s website:   www.bhs.org.uk
Is this the last year of the Royal Show?

A recent report in a national newspaper stated that this year’s Royal Show, held at Stoneleigh, will be the last. This annual agricultural showcase has been hit hard by the Foot & Mouth disaster in 2001, flooding in 2007 and the arrival of bluetongue disease into the UK.

The 160th Royal Show will go ahead this summer at Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire, but the Royal Agricultural Society of England (RASE) said the event was no longer economically viable and would not continue in its present form.

The chairman of the trustees, Hugh Oliver Bellasis, said the decision had been difficult, but the society had little choice.  “In the aftermath of the Foot & Mouth disaster in 2001, closely followed by very bad weather two years ago and bluetongue last year, the event has struggled both financially and in its ability to attract both farming and non-farming visitors” he said.

But he urged people to come to the final show between 7th and 10th July, enjoy the livestock, horses, technical features and shopping and ‘bid a fond farewell to an event that has long been held in great affection by farmers and others who work and live in the countryside’.

From next year, the RASE plans to introduce a new programme of events, some of which will include elements of the Royal Show.

Ticket prices to enter the show this year are £15 for adults purchased prior to the show and £18 on the gate.
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At the last count, there were 440 affiliated Riding Clubs in the UK. Some may already be feeling the effect of the economic downturn as horse owners become choosier about what events they enter and how much training they can afford to do at the moment.

Many Riding Clubs organise first class training and clinics for their members and work hard to help their riders and horses to make that break-though to reach the next level, or help sort out the problems they may have with their horses or even their own abilities. It’s a shame but totally understandable, therefore, that many will feel they cannot commit to the extra spend when they don’t know for how long their own salaries will be paid into their bank account.

I have discovered that many Clubs, when planning their fixtures and events for this year, have decided only to run the events that they feel will be financially viable. Gone are the days when Club members would all meet up in someone’s field on a Saturday morning and enjoy a “rally” with a local ‘tame’ instructor. These days, everyone wants to work his or her horses on a surface, jump at a well-known venue where the ground is ‘good’ and well maintained and be taught by a tip-top well-known and established instructor or trainer.

With the cost of horses these days (even though currently the cost is dropping), I suppose this line of thinking is inevitable. No one wishes to risk their horse on poor ground and everyone is looking for that ‘little bit extra’.  This is how far Riding Clubs – and their members – have grown over the last 25 years.  I rarely see a hairy cob or pony these days; all the animals are glossy TB types who wouldn’t be out of place at any County level 
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show or above. The way they actually “go” is a different story, of course, with many who have deep rooted problems through having come from bad homes or even, been broken too early, been over-jumped or many other stories.

A conversation with a local Riding Club member recently made me understand that unless someone is on a Committee of a Riding Club or who helps organise events in Pony Club or whatever, many have little or no idea of costs to hold a competition.  I gave her a run-down of typical costs to run a local unaffiliated Indoor show jumping show, and to say she was shocked and somewhat speechless was an understatement!

Hire of an Indoor School with jumps etc
£650 + VAT

Paramedic Cover




£450

Judges





£50 each

Rosettes @ £1.20 each x 50 minimum

£60

Course Builder




£150

Food for helpers and Judges


£50








________







     £1,507.50 minimum

The doesn’t, of course, cover the other costs associated with running a show of this kind; schedule printing, postage to send the schedules out to saddlers and feed merchant outlets, advertisement costs in Horse & Hound or other equestrian magazine and the many extra costings that so many good hearted people cover themselves and wouldn’t dream of claiming back from their Club.

So, before one penny is taken in entry fees, this is what Clubs and others running events have to consider before setting a date and committing themselves to running a show. 

Competitors themselves are the first to complain that the entry fees at perhaps £7.50 a class with a fee of £4 on top to cover Paramedics costs are too high, and this I can truly understand when so many other costs to do with equestrianism are rising all the time. But now perhaps it is clear to see why those entry fees have to be as they are!

As you might imagine, the costs to run a Horse Trials event, or even a Hunter Trial, will top the costs of an Indoor 
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Jumping Show, so it becomes ever harder for Clubs and organisations to make any money at all to be able to produce Member Newsletters and all other admin costs.

Riding Clubs really do a fantastic job and are so attainable to the grass roots horse owner and rider. They lay on good talks and demos, camps for adults (we can never quite forget our Pony Club camp days when our camps were raided by a neighbouring PC branch at night and flour tipped all over our carefully polished saddles got ready for tack inspection at 9am the following morning!) – though glad to say that doesn’t seem to happen at Riding Club camps!  Social events and quizzes give everyone the opportunity of meeting up wearing something other than joddies and muddy boots, and even the hint of nail polish and mascara to show we are actually quite human and presentable underneath the horsey layer!!

But, believe it or not, if you count all the total numbers of BHS members, British Riding Club members and Pony Club members and add them all together, the total is but a fraction of the number of people out there who own, ride and compete horses. 

There is still this notion that the BHS is the hierarchy, and even Riding Clubs are for the elite!  When you have been a member of both for as long as I have, I still find it unbelievable. How on earth do we break down these barriers of incorrect though?  

The BHS, BRC and PC are there for everyone to enjoy and learn through, whatever their age, abilities or even if they no longer own a horse but want to be involved. If any of our readers have any ideas, I’d love to hear from you. We could print a selection of thoughts in our next edition of this Newsletter.
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CHESS VALLEY BRIDLEWAYS ASSOCIATION

I was pleased to be asked, and delighted to attend, the AGM of Chess Valley Bridleways Association (CVBA) recently in Sarratt, Herts.  This group straddles the riding routes in both Bucks and Herts and work hard to keep the bridleways in good order and campaign for new routes in the two counties,  and they are affiliated to the BHS.

I don’t often get the opportunity to attend Access meetings and listen to those talking about the work being done on riding routes and bridleways and I was amazed at how much work had been undertaken by this small committee of dedicated volunteers.  I felt compelled to stand and tell those in the audience how much the British Horse Society – and especially 
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those  of  us  working  at  the  grass  roots  of riding in the counties – very 

much appreciate all the work they do, and also,  that I am sure even the BHS headquarters staff don’t really correctly estimate the work undertaken by local bridleway associations in the UK.

Janine Page, who is a member of the CVBA Committee, is also one of our Bucks DABO’s  (District Access & Bridleway Officers) and interacts with our Bucks Access & Bridleways Officer, Alison Clayton and also, the Southern Regional Access & Bridleways Officer, Dr Janice Bridger.  We really need lots of DABO’s around the county of Bucks, to be able to report on issues of concern within the immediate areas in which they live. So if you would like to investigate a DABO role with us, please contact Alison (details at the back of this Newsletter).

Janine’s enthusiasm for bridleway issues never ceases to amaze me and she has long been a great supporter of the BHS Bucks Committee and rarely misses our Annual Meetings.  This is our opportunity to publically thank her and ask her to take back the message to her committee that their work is very much appreciated.  

Chesham B.O.A.T.S case

CVBA was instrumental, amongst others, in the work leading up to the recent Planning Inspectorate regarding the B.O.A.T.S Chesham, involving three bridleways (Bunn’s Lane, Trapps Lane and Bottom Lane in Chesham). The Trail Riders Federation (TRF) had applied to have these three bridleways made available to be used for all vehicles to use.  B.O.A.T.S. stands for ‘Bridleways Open to All Traffic’, for those who (like me) hate abbreviations without being told what the letters stand for!!

Statements of the case were sent by the CVBA to the Planning Inspectorate regarding the upcoming case, objecting to the case being brought by the TRF. The Public Inquiry took place on   2nd December 2008 

in Burnham, Bucks. The TRF failed to give evidence.  The Inspector did two site visits, one on his own and another accompanied by several interested people.
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The Inspector has overruled the Secretary of State and refused to confirm the order, so all three lanes will now remain bridleways. 

[image: image6.wmf]
used for their School Pony Club), plus two of her friends (Jo and Lindsey)  took the necessary time to visit Aylesbury and trawl through the archives in County Hall.  Without people such as these who have put in so much work - totally voluntarily – we wouldn’t be able to save our bridleways when they come under threat.

Antonia also attended the Inquiry at Burnham and upon finding out that the Inspector intended to walk the routes again (with the other 
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camera in hand, took photos from the saddle to record the occasion for prosperity!

Other bridleways in Bucks are also under threat and their cases will be coming up soon. It is our hope that others will also work hard to help make sure they receive the same response as the three in Chesham! 

NB.  It is important that if riders are asked to fill out forms relating to the 20-year use to say they have regularly ridden a track, that they do take the time to do this and post it off. So many times people don’t bother and tracks are lost for good.

If members of other Bridleway Associations in Bucks would like to send me a report giving details of the work they are involved in, we will be pleased to include these in our next Newsletter in the Autumn.

Jan Eedle-Wells
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Work in progress 18 months on…

I was really pleased to have a number of people comment on my article about my experience when I visited the British Columbia Appaloosa Centre in October 2007. The comments I received have focused on wishing to know more about my experience with training my Appaloosa. 

I feel a little background to my involvement with horses may lead people to understand how I’m interpreting natural horsemanship in my own way……..!

I am not from a horsey family and as a child was horse mad and drove my parents crazy until they relented and allowed me to ride, but only when I had completed my grade 2 piano exams. I have to say it sure motivated me. I rode a couple of times; fell off, broke my arm and then we moved. It was lucky that the move was to an area where horses were more of the norm.

Stables, like the one I leant to ride at, really are few and far between now and should not really exist today due to “health and safety regulations”.  It has to be said I leaned how to stay on and was lucky to be introduced to natural horsemanship by an old Irish jockey (I have to admit he may have not been that old but as a 10 year old anyone over 16 was old…).  He would say "A horse is a horse, not a human being and if you remember that you will not go far wrong”. I have to admit, on the odd occasion I forgot his words of wisdom things always went badly wrong. It is with his words firmly planted in my mind that I started training Migina. Now 18 months later, our efforts are truly fruitful. 

Our decision to go the western route was determined by a number of factors: Migina being an appaloosa, she had been handled by a lovely guy call Brian who had sat on her in western attire, something I had always wanted to do properly and last but not least, I thought it would be fun. The only way I can describe Migina is half human and with this in mind I have to say she is truly a challenging experience. I have had a few backward strides (excuse the pun) both from a medical view point and basic training as she is a clever little monkey.

I have been jogging (a few strides at a time) and what joy when I was allowed 10 or so wonderful strides, yes she is nearly 5 years old, but we have had a number of hoops to jump through. 

When she arrived she had a tail bandage, one that I had to cut off which did leave a problem for a week or so with her dock. She had a problem with her frogs in her front feet, which took some time to clear up. She started to 

28

collapse; yes I know young horses can do this,  but this was different; we thought she could be narcoleptic. We gave her some tests and ruled that out and the blood test confirmed liver function was not good. Still things did not seem quite right, well another blood test for tapeworm and again a very high count. Our last liver test in Jan 2009 showed normal function, but a raised white blood count this time was confirmed again in March so she has just completed a course of interferon (yes the human drug). I have to wait 21 days more to see if all is normal, here’s hoping. 

We have attended a clinic at which she was a star. She had not travelled since she arrived from Carlisle in Aug 2007. She was good to load both ways so one cannot ask for more. She still is the one on a ride to take the lead if there is a possible problem. She will ride in any position when she is out and has not (as yet) ever tried to race off after another horse.

The major problem she does present is she thinks she is human! She could not see down the drive so she stood on the mounting block (made for humans - not 400kg horses). I could go on!

 I would love to know if anyone else has a horse that thinks they are human. Why not write an article and let us know how you have managed them. More traditional techniques are not always successful with these horses. I know if I had not adopted a natural western way I would have a mad horse by now, not a really calm, friendly, obedient (most of the time) and totally loving member of MY herd. (She likes to check in with me when things are new or different).

Susan Gibson

BHS Bucks Road Safety Officer

(((((((((((((((((
Welfare Report – from Ginny Oakley  (North Bucks)
To Catch or not to Catch!

 

I was recently involved with a case in Buckinghamshire when two horses set out on their own for a little adventure. As they made their way quietly walking along a busy road they were caught by a non horsey lady and led back to her house with the use of dog leads. With no frantic owner in sight the lady put the horses into a small 20 x 10 fenced lawn area where she exercises her dogs.
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Lawns in winter and horses do not mix well and indeed the lawn soon became mud.  Desperate calls to the police (could not attend for at least two days) and the RSPCA (not an urgent issue) eventually led to the lady ringing me.

 

There was little I could do physically as I was at home nursing a torn ligament in my back. My first call was to Helen Evans (Welfare Officer in the South of Bucks) who had been informed by the police of these horses but had not been given any contact details. I then rang the local RSPCA officer who I have a good working relationship with. She got on the case straight away and with the help of local vets, the horses’ ownership details were found.

 

As for the lady who had kindly taken these horses in, she was left with them for the best part of three days and as you can imagine the lawn now resembles a ploughed field! 

 

The owners clearly were not checking their horses even once a day, so I wonder if the RSPCA had words about that. It is also worth remembering that once stray horses are on your land they become your responsibility. This would not deter most of us from preventing an accident by catching loose horses, but the lady with the ploughed up lawn may not be so keen next time.

 

Ginny Oakley 

 

(((((((((((((((((
Committee Changes 

We are sorry to lose Julie Leach from our Committee, due to changes in her personal circumstances. Jules came on to the Committee to become our Riding Club Liaison Officer to report on Riding Clubs in general. As she is a member of Aspley Guise RC, which is a very active Club in the County, she was ideally placed as she lived in the northern part of Bucks – an area we always struggle to get representation from.  Sadly, Nicola Raynham has also resigned too, due to lack of time.

However, we are pleased to welcome Amy Sheppard who recently returned from Australia where she worked with horses. Amy now works 
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for Hearing Dogs for the Deaf (on a short term contract), a National 

Charity with its headquarters near High Wycombe, but will be leaving soon to travel to the USA,  so we’ll be without her for much of this summer.  Hopefully she might produce an article for the next Newsletter about her time there!

Our Secretary, Nicola Current, has now become a Mum and has a new baby girl called Isabella Rose who weighed in at 8lbs 9oz on 28th January 2009 and we hope she will soon be able to return to us to take up the reins again if her hubby is ready to babysit on committee meeting evenings!  Congratulations, Nicola and David on becoming proud parents!

We are always looking for new Committee Members on the Bucks Committee, as we need different perspectives to be truly representative of our members in Bucks.  So if you feel you would like to give it a go, please do contact me.

As I have said before, you don’t have to be an expert in any particular field – just have a view about horses and what the BHS can offer people locally.

I hope to hear from any interested people soon!

Jan Eedle-Wells

01494-882041    07966-276690     jan.eedle-wells@talk21.com

((((((((((((((((((
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BHS Members’ e-mail addresses

If any of our members would like to receive occasional updates from the BHS Bucks County Committee by e-mail,  please send your e-mail address to our Development Officer, Amanda Watson.  Amanda is a full-time staff member of the BHS and as such, is allowed to hold such information.

She will then open a data protected e-mail list of Bucks members who would like to receive occasional news from the Bucks Committee.

Please send your e-mail details to Amanda on:-

A.Watson@bhs.org.uk

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

What would you like to see your Committee organise?

We hope to organise more events from hereon and also intend to organise a BHS TREC practice day next Spring, following the talk on Trec at our Annual Meeting on 5th November. 

If you would like to see other events, please send us you ideas. You can e-mail me at any time or ring me, or any of the other Committee Members, and we’ll be pleased to discuss your ideas.

All details of the Committee on the List at the back of this Newsletter.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Interested in Bridleways?

If you are interested in Bridleways and making sure they are kept open and in a good state, perhaps you would like to join us as a DABO (District Access & Bridleways Officer)?  You would just be required to keep an eye on the tracks in your own area and report on any problems to our CABO (County Access & Bridleways Officer) Alison Clayton.

Please contact Jan Eedle-Wells if you would like to discuss this appointment.
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Booking Form for Spook Busting Session

On Sat 26th September 2009 – Times from 10.30am

Name
________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________Post Code_________________

Tel ________________________ Mobile_____________________

e-mail_________________________________________________

Please tick requirements below:

Individual £25 half hour session (   Shared £40 hour session  (
Please describe your horse/pony’s problem and what you’d like help with:

Please enclose a cheque for £25 or £40 (to bring a horse) or £3.50 for a Spectator, made payable to BHS Bucks County Committee and send with this form to:-

Jan Eedle-Wells, Tangleland, Bolter End Lane, Bolter End, High Wycombe, Bucks HP14 3LU

For any details not covered, please contact Jan Eedle-Wells on 

01494-882041, 07966-276690 or e-mail jan.eedle-wells@talk21.com
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Your local BHS Committee is here for all horse lovers and riders in Bucks




Jan Eedle-Wells says…..





The illustration of the new premises (left) was sent to me by e-mail but not officially from the BHS, so I hope these details are correct!





The new building will be a single storey building, built around a courtyard housing a 200 year old oak tree.





Work is planned to start in June/July this year and is costing £3 million.











New BHS and BRC Competitions





BUCKS COUNTY SHOW





Results from our Autumn 2008  Buckinghamshire Members’ Survey








What’s happening on the Riding Clubs front?





�





Riding Clubs Liaison Officer needed





We are currently without a Riding Clubs Liaison 


Officer on our Bucks Committee. If you think you would like to be the voice of Riding Clubs and keep us informed of what’s happening in the Riding Club movement, then please do contact me. It doesn’t matter from which part of Bucks you reside – if you can make it to our meetings held near High Wycombe 5 or 6 times a year, then we would welcome you.





Jan Eedle-Wells	01494-882041,  07966-276690  


or e-mail  jan.eedle-wells@talk21.com











interested parties) raced back to get her horse and with one of the friends who had helped with the archive work,   rode to  meet  the  party  and, with  





Others worthy of a mention here are Antonia Thoday, a teacher at Chesham High School (and who also runs the school’s Pony Club, looking after the horses and ponies





The views expressed by the contributors, and in the articles published in this Newsletter,  are not necessarily those of the BHS.











